Xanthogranulomatous pancreatitis (XGP) is a rare benign disease that may mimic or accompany other pancreatic diseases. Here we report a case of XGP initially suspected as malignant cystic neoplasm of the pancreas. A 64-year-old man had been incidentally found to have hypodense lesion at the body of pancreas during a lung cancer workup. All laboratory tests were within normal limits except that carcinoembryonic antigen was elevated to 31.3 ng/ml. Imaging study showed 1.8 cm sized, well demarcated, and low-attenuated mass on computed tomography (CT) with heterogeneously high intensity on T2-weighted images of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). Under the impression of pancreas cystic neoplasm as a rare case of male solid-pseudopapillary tumor or pancreatic metastasis of lung cancer, laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy was performed. Microscopically, the mass had many foamy histiocytes with cholesterol clefts, consistent with xanthogranulomatous inflammation. Therefore, it is important to consider XGP in the differential diagnosis of pancreatic diseases. 
INTRODUCTION
Xanthogranulomatous inflammation is a rare idiopathic condition characterized by the aggregation of foamy histiocytes at various locations of the body along with chronic inflammation. These changes are found relatively common in the gallbladder and kidney. However, they are extremely rare in the pancreas. [1] [2] [3] Including the present case, only 16 cases of xanthogranulomatous pancreatitis (XGP) have been reported previously in literatures written in English. Here we report a case of XGP initially suspected as malignant cystic neoplasm of the pancreas.
CASE
A 64-year-old man was admitted to the Surgical Department for further examination of a 1.8-cm sized hypodense lesion incidentally found at the body of pancreas.
He was under examination for a 3.6-cm sized lung mass at the left upper lobe which was diagnosed as moderately Ikeura, et al. 6 Kim YN, et al. 7 Nishimura, et al. 3 Kim HS, et al. After reviewing six cases of XGP with FDG-PET, four cases showed hot uptake (Table 1) . Among these four cystic type cases, only two cases had ringed uptake pattern. The other two cases did not show significant uptake, including the present case. They were relatively small in gross size (1.5 cm and 1.6 cm, respectively) compared to those with ringed uptake (4 cm and 5.2 cm, respectively). In comparison, two solid type cases showed hot uptake, although they were relatively small in size Xanthogranulomatous pancreatitis is a rare benign disease that may mimic or accompany other pancreatic diseases in imaging studies. Therefore, it is important to consider it in the differential diagnosis of pancreatic diseases.
However, more cases need to be reviewed to identify unique characteristics of XGP for differential diagnosis.
